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Dear Friends,

I am excited to share with you the signifi-

cant growth of the Dalit freedom movement 

in Canada.  This past year we had a record 

number of children sponsored and now 

over 3,000 children are enrolled in our Good 

Shepherd Schools – the gift of education 

through wonderful friends like you.

It has been most encouraging to see the 

impact of our schools in the rural villages 

of India, and we praise God that we are 

now meeting the growing need of additional 

classrooms.  Twenty new classrooms were 

provided in 2012, allowing for additional 

grade levels and new enrollments.  

As you read our Annual Report and see the 

progress that has been made, please know 

that this was all made possible by your 

prayers and gifts.  Without your loving care, 

these children would never know that they 

can rise above the bondage and stigma of 

untouchablity and discover that they are 

precious in the sight of God.

With deep appreciation for your partner-

ship in this ministry,

Joseph D’Souza        Sherry Bailey

International President     Executive Director



CONCERNED 
CANADIANS
PROVIDED

2,957 children received monthly         
             education through the 
   sponsorship program 

   628 children sponsored for the first time

   212 children received education  
   through the “Education Fund”  
   - your gifts helped provide one  
               year of education for children  
               who were not yet sponsored

FREEING DALIT CHILDREN

CYCLE OF OPPRESSION

For thousands of years, Indian children 

have suffered discrimination and the lack of 

education simply for being born Dalits. For 

a Dalit child, education is the way forward, 

creating a new generation of men and women 

who have the opportunity to break their cycle 

of oppression.

SUBASH’S STORY

Subash is a young student at SVK Good 

Shepherd School. His parents had an unstable 

marriage and were constantly quarreling. They 

were under tremendous pressure to provide 

for their family on the very small income that 

Subash’s father earned as a mason. They 

thought they would never be able to send 

their children to school - both because they 

couldn’t afford it and because they needed 

their children to work in order to add to the 

family income. Subash’s parents became so 

desperate that they considered the option of 

placing him in bonded child labour, an all-too-

common fate in the region. Subash’s mother, 

however, could not bear to make her children 

face such a terrible fate. Instead, she 

decided to enroll them in the local Good 

Shepherd School, hopeful that this would give 

her children more opportunities in the future. 

The school has been able to bring hope to 

Subash and his siblings, and his parents as 

well. The parents are thrilled that their 

children will not face the same inequality that 

they have faced.



CONCERNED 
CANADIANS
PROVIDED

   566  student desks

   103  teachers received training in  
    English Phonics Conferences  
              held in 5 locations across India

       1  compound wall providing
    security at NHT School

       20  new classrooms 
               - 10 classrooms at VLK school 

                   -  5 classrooms at HRD school

               -  5 classrooms at PLK school

RURAL SCHOOLS

At the invitation of Dalit       

community leaders, Dalit Freedom 

Network is providing Good 

Shepherd Schools throughout rural 

villages in India. These schools 

provide English education, an envi-

ronment of equality and nurturing; 

and provide moral and spiritual 

teachings.

We now have 16 Good Shepherd 

Schools funded by concerned 

Canadians.

EDUCATION CENTRES

Support & Revenue

India Project Funding 

Expenses

Financial Statement           2012                   2011

Individual Contributions        $ 2,560,955   $ 1,502,783

Foundation Contributions                 51,300              32,216

Non-Receiptable Donations               40,345            159,605 

Gifts from Related Parties               193,386         102,805

Total Support & Revenue     $ 2,845,986             $ 1,797,409

Educational Fund            $     480,000    $      ---

Sponsorship Program               655,514                 556,440 

School Land     25,000            290,000

School Construction               427,677             290,000

School Equipment                 17,310                           29,110

Feeding Program                419,887                  198,877

India Program Co-ordination           150,063                 90,165

Livelihood Program - Dalit Women  110,886                  44,388

Health Initiatives                  14,940                  21,000 

Motorbikes for School Managers            440                    4,500

Wells           ----                   10,800

Equipping Teachers                 12,500                4,661

School Special Gifts                 ----             13,427

Total India Project Funding   $ 2,314,217   $ 1,553,368

Administrative           $     217,182  $     158,497

Fundraising                      198,115         196,741

Total Expenses        $      415,297 $    355,238

BALANCE        $       116,472 $  -  111,196

* Audited Financial Statements prepared by Loewen Kruse Chartered Accountants 

available upon request.  Dalit Freedom Network is a registered Canadian charity and  

issues tax receipts under No. 844803544 RR0001 and is an affiliate member of CCCC.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Dalit Freedom Network Canada Association



HEALTHCARE

BENEFITS TO THE COMMUNITY

The health care program at our Good Shep-

herd Schools not only benefits the children but 

also the entire community. There are currently 

60 Health Care workers with our 107 Good 

Shepherd Schools. These workers provide 

medical clinics, hygiene awareness seminars, 

and public health campaigns, all of which are 

essential to the wellness and transformation of 

the community.  

For many Dalit parents, providing enough 

food for their children poses a massive chal-

lenge. Crippling poverty means families are 

often only able to afford one meal a day. Mal-

nutrition leaves children vulnerable to sickness 

and unable to concentrate at school. Thanks 

to the generosity of Canadians, Dalit Freedom 

Network was able to provide lunch meals at 45 

Good Shepherd Schools in 2012. With these 

meal supplements, our students have grown 

stronger and are now more able to focus dur-

ing their lessons. 

Click here to see how the feeding program 

has made an impact at TRC Good Shepherd 

School.

ANUJA’S STORY

Anuja is an upper kindergarten student at 

the NGP Good Shepherd School. When she 

first enrolled she was malnourished, which 

caused her to fall ill and miss class very often. 

When a supplementary meal became avail-

able at her school, Anuja’s parents were very 

grateful. Anuja’s health improved dramatically. 

She has gained weight and is no longer miss-

ing school. Her parents are thrilled with this 

improvement. As she is now healthier, Anuja 

is able to pay attention during class, thereby 

improving her academic performance. Through 

a simple meal, Anuja will now be able to ben-

efit more fully from her education, opening the 

door to many opportunities in her future.

CONCERNED 
CANADIANS
PROVIDED

15,219  supplemental noon meals to  
       children in the most needy  
       schools were provided through  
       the Feeding Program

29,714  children received a meal  
       through the summer camp/ 

       VBS program

 1   National Healthcare 
       Co-ordinator was funded to  
       give oversight to the health 
       care workers of our Good  
       Shepherd Schools

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHU_X39Z8wY)


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

GAYATRIBAI’S STORY

Forty-two year old Gayatribai is a Dalit woman from Kotba. She is a widow, which 

further degrades her social status. Left to provide for her 8-year-old son, she was forced 

to work as a daily labourer, earning barely 60 rupees each day – hardly enough to make 

ends meet. Due to her poverty, Dalit background, and widowhood, Gayatribai constantly 

suffered ridicule and harassment. She existed without dignity. 

Through Dalit Freedom Network’s Hope for Dalit Women initiative, Gayatribai was able 

to find new hope and courage. She applied for and received a micro-loan, which she 

used to open a small store in her village. With this opportunity and hard work, Gayatribai 

suddenly had a steady income and a decent life. She now earns around 150 rupees daily 

in profit. Gayatribai says that Hope for Dalit Women changed her life: “it gave me a new 

courage to fight,” she says.

VOCATIONAL TRAINING FOR ADULTS

While our Good Shepherd Schools are providing freedom 

to Dalit children through education, our vocational training 

centres are helping adults gain marketable skills and knowl-

edge that will assist them in providing for their families.  The 

vocational training centres offer training in tailoring, driving, 

and candle making, and open the door to new opportunities 

and economic income.

CONCERNED 
CANADIANS
PROVIDED

  4000  Dalit Women the opportunity  
     to attend a special conference  
     for International Women’s Day,  
               organized in 4 locations in India

    216  Dalit men and women received  
      employment assistance
       -    6  agricultural start-ups
          - 165 water buffalos and cows
          -   45 small business start-ups such  
     as a vegetable cart, petty shop,  
     tea shop, or barber shop

 5  new training centres - Dalit 
      women received six-months  
      of training at our Good Shepherd
      Schools 

        -    36 sewing machines 
        -  180 women received certificates for  
     completing their training program

     211  women at our two anti-trafficking 
      training centres now have  
      an opportunity to change their  
      lives through vocational training
      in beautician skills, sewing,  
      computer skills and English  
      language - this was made      
      pos sible through the program  
      “Hope for Dalit Women”



Dalit Freedom Network Canada is working together with     
concerned friends and international people in a joint commitment to the oppressed 
Dalits of India and their children. 

Committed To
• Providing quality education to Dalit children in the rural villages of India

• Imparting to Dalit children worth and dignity, and social equality based on a biblical worldview

• Empowering Dalit men and women through vocational training and micro-enterprise projects

• Developing public health education and disease prevention in rural areas of India

• Creating a Canadian awareness of the plight of the Dalit people

Board Members
Dr. Greg Hislop (Chairman) – Research Scientist (retired)
Darrell Gladman (Vice Chairman) – Businessman
Garth Froese (Treasurer) – Businessman
John D’Souza – Engineer
Leslie Gladman – Business owner
Ted Hilton – Businessman
Dr. Garth Hunt  – Veteran Missionary
Dr. Joseph D’Souza – International President

“He will not crush those who are weak or quench the smallest hope. 
He will bring full justice to all those who have been wronged.” – Isaiah 42:3 NLT


