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Thank You For
Unleashing Freedom!
A Message from Sherry Bailey

2018 FISCAL YEAR IN REVIEW
Your Generosity in Action!

Together, we’re transforming communities by giving poor and marginalized children the chance to develop their
full potential. Your kindness has made all the difference for numerous impoverished children in India. When no
one else would, you stood by India’s forgotten children.
Thank you for providing scholarships for children, constructing new schools, and making women’s vocational
training possible. See your generosity in action below!

Dear Friends,

TOTAL REVENUE 2018

I want to thank you for your vital, ongoing support. Compassionate
gifts from you educate entire schools of children! We are stronger
together. Together we have the capacity to accomplish more.

$2,653,279
75% to India Projects

Each of you plays an important role in unleashing the full potential of
marginalized children.

18% to Administration
7% to Fundraising

Do you remember the story of the starfish?

Sherry Bailey

Executive Director,
Dalit Freedom Network Canada

There was a man walking along a beach lined with thousands of
starfish, all stranded on the sand. As he walked, he picked up one
starfish after another, and tossed them back into the water.
Another man saw this and asked, “Why are you bothering to do this?
Many thousands of stranded starfish will die anyways. Your actions
won’t even make a dent.”

INDIA PROJECTS FUNDED

$2,259,900

Your generosity is a bright beacon of hope for India’s poor and
marginalized, and I am indescribably thankful to you for your kindness
and support.
With a grateful heart,

2%

5%

3%

EDUCATION SPONSORSHIPS
$2,023,259

The first man looked down at the starfish in his hands and threw it
back home into the sea, as he said, “It made a difference for that one.”
Together, you and I are just like the man who threw the starfish back
into the sea. When each of you contributes, making a difference
for one child at a time, together, we are making a difference for a
multitude of children. This story also reminds us that God cares for
each child—one by one.

90%

Dalit Freedom Network Canada is a Christian organization working towards education for all low caste children, regardless of religious affiliation.

OTHER
$65,065

WOMEN’S VOCATIONAL TRAINING
$113,696

REVENUE - BY FUND

2018 ACTUAL

2017 ACTUAL

ScholarshipsSponsorship program

$1,457,216

$2,155,936

Scholarships- Gifts to
education fund

$372,521

School Construction
& Equipping

$119,447

Women's Vocational
Training

$77,936

Other

$82,293

$165,384

$543,865

$729,166

$2,653,279

$4,626,264

General

Sherry Bailey
Executive Director, Dalit Freedom Network Canada

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION & EQUIPPING
$57,880

TOTAL REVENUE

2018 ACTUAL

2017 ACTUAL

$2,023,259

$2,181,666

$57,880

$297,878

$1,247,999

School Construction
& Equipping

$113,696

$69,200

$263,050

Women's Vocational
Training
Other

$65,065

$158,263

Administration

$556,784

$563,913

Fundraising

$207,925

$189,831

TOTAL EXPENSES

$3,024,609

$3,460,751

BALANCE

-$371,330

$1,165,513

$64,728

EXPENSES - BY FUND
Scholarships

NOTES
2018 expenses resulted in a deficit as a significant gift was received in 2017. This donation was expensed in both 2017 and 2018. Our finances are
audited annually by Loewen and Kruse Chartered Accountants. Audited financial statements are available by request. Board of Directors: Elaine Maxwell
(Chair), David Aune, Denise Gordon, Greg Hislop, Joseph D’Souza, Jacques Beaudreault, Leslie Gladman

Pradeep encountered difficult challenges this year. Thanks to
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your support, Pradeep is pictured in his classroom.
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his own life, since he thought there was no point in
living any longer. His wise old grandmother sensed
the depth of his despair; had an inkling that he planned
to harm himself, and intervened.
Shaken to the core, Pradeep’s father took his son
to meet with the manager and teachers of the Good
Shepherd School. They spent time together talking
and showing Pradeep that in the midst of his pain,
life can still continue and have meaning and purpose.
With the necessary understanding and support now in
place, Pradeep has been able to return to his former
happy self and continue his studies.

generosity, children like Pradeep are cared for and
supported both in school and at home. When we
come together, we can do the greatest good and
transform lives – one at a time.

Donors like you are saving lives. Will
you give today to ensure more children
experience freedom from poverty?
DALITFREEDOM.CA

Pradeep’s life was saved thanks to the combined
efforts of his family, his caring teachers and you, as
a partner of Dalit Freedom Network! Thanks to your

Discovering Light
Amidst the Darkness
The Transformative Power of Community
Your support doesn’t just provide education; it can at
times save children’s lives. The teachers at our Good
Shepherd Schools are not just interested in giving
children knowledge; they truly care about each one as
an individual, and that care extends to their families
as well.

“Everywhere I looked, I remembered
my uncle. Losing him is the most
terrible pain I’ve ever felt.” — Pradeep
Pradeep, one of our students, experienced this first
hand at a time of great tragedy in his life. Though he
stays with his father and mother, he was especially

close to his uncle. When his uncle took his own life,
Pradeep was only 14 years old. He was shocked,
overwhelmed and his grief gave way to depression.
His parents saw how deeply Pradeep was affected by
his uncle’s death and they tried to help him in whatever
way they could think of.
However, overcome by his grief, Pradeep withdrew and
stopped talking with everyone. “Everywhere I looked,
I remembered my uncle,” says Pradeep. “Losing him
is the most terrible pain I’ve ever felt.” Feeling utterly
helpless and hopeless, he began arguing and fighting
with his family.
At the end of a particularly bad fight, Pradeep went
into his room and started to plan how he could take

Stories from Bihar
Vivek Shoots for the Stars!

Deepu’s Passion for Healing

Vivek is in grade two. Sadly, his father died in an
accident when Vivek was only five months old, so he
never experienced his father’s love. It’s hard for his
mother when Vivek asks her what his father was like.
For her, the pain of losing her husband is still
too acute.

Deepu is a middle child, with two older brothers
and a younger sister. Her father does his best to
support their family, working for daily wages in a
brick factory. Unfortunately, her father’s income isn’t
sufficient to provide for their family of eight, including
Deepu’s grandparents.

Because of his family’s poverty, Vivek lives with his
grandparents. Although he misses his mother dearly,
living with his grandparents allows him to receive a
good education at the Good Shepherd School. Vivek
is also learning about His Heavenly Father who will
never leave him and always watches over him.

The family struggles to meet their basic daily needs.
All eight members of their family live together in a
three-room house made from mud.

For now, his education is the top priority, so it’s
better for him to live with his grandparents. Vivek is
dedicated and studious to boot. His favourite subjects
are Math and English. Thanks to his supportive
teachers, Vivek dreams of becoming an engineer
one day!

Thankfully, your generosity allows Deepu to attend the
Good Shepherd School. She loves studying and going
to school. In fact, one of her big brothers sometimes
helps her with her studies.
Deepu is a model student and especially likes her
English classes. One day, thanks to your support,
Deepu hopes to become a doctor, so she can help
people who are suffering. Thank you for changing the
lives of marginalized children in India!

The Freedom Report / Spring 2019

The Freedom Report / Spring 2019

Thank you for making education possible. Your continued support can send even more children to school!

We love it when donors like you find more ways to get involved!

Ways You’ve Made a Difference
Empowering Children to Dream!

Building Strength + Confidence at Camp
The Transformative Power of Sports

Donors like you are providing impoverished children
access to high-quality English education, changing
their lives for the better. You’re helping Indian
children escape the poverty they were born into.
Not only that, your gifts also affirm the undeniable
value and dignity that every child in India possesses,
no matter what social class they’ve been born into.

You might recall hearing his story in one of the
Freedom Campaign letters you recently received
from me. Thanks to your kindness, he’s able to
attend a Good Shepherd School. Although his
parents are gone, he has his grandparents’ love and
support. Driven and curious, Sameesh would like to
grow up and become an engineer.

Sport makes us stronger and healthier. It also makes
life more fun and is a powerful way to overcome
differences, bringing people of different backgrounds
together. My name is Cassandra Irving, and my
involvement with Dalit Freedom Network (DFN)
began with a trip to India led by DFN.

The 2019 Freedom Campaign wrapped up at the
end of April, and I am so grateful to every donor—
each person like you who looked inside and asked
themself—“What would you do for freedom?”

Your generosity will ensure that Sameesh and
others like him receive a quality education, so they
can thrive.

Last year, during our 2018 Freedom Campaign, the
outstanding generosity from donors who made onetime-gifts allowed 791 children to go to school for
another year. During this year’s Freedom Campaign,
your generosity sent many more children to school
for another year. Thank you for helping to change
the lives of so many children!
Your continued support helps even more children,
just like Sameesh, return to school for another year.
Do you remember Sameesh?

Bihar School Impact
Thank you to everyone who gave to provide
monthly scholarships, as well! Thanks to you,
141 children are receiving a life-changing
education at our school in Bihar. Donors
who’ve made one-time donations are also
making a wonderfully positive impact, allowing
195 children to attend this school!
No matter how far away you may live, your
compassionate support for children who are
suffering from poverty and discrimination in
India is truly amazing.

During our adventure, we toured Good Shepherd
Schools, and women’s centres. We also toured
cities and villages, experiencing Indian culture as
the honoured guests of locals. Our DFN guides and
hosts were gracious and informative. They showed
us the beauty and potential of this great nation, as
well as its formidable challenges.
When I returned to Canada, I wanted to help further.
Sport played an important role in my own life,
and I was confident that it could be helpful for
marginalized Indian youth as well. So, I launched
GameOnCamps —an organization that runs sports
camps for youth in North America. The proceeds
from these camps fund DFN sports camps for
children experiencing poverty in India.

I knew in a small but significant way what we were
doing was groundbreaking. Sport is incredibly
powerful for low-caste children, especially girls. For
the first time, India’s young women and little girls
would be seen as strong and competitive team
players with a key role in their own lives as well as
the wellbeing of their communities.
Sport can transform lives. It’s my way to serve the
poorest of the poor in India and join the quest for
their equality, freedom and joy.
I encourage you to consider connecting with DFN to
discover how you can engage and serve, too. Game
On, Canada!

Did you know that 85% of DFN’s 2018
revenue came from individuals and
family donations? That’s an incredible
$2+ million dollars coming from
concerned people just like you!
Your continued gifts will help more
impoverished children in India!
DALITFREEDOM.CA
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What Your Generosity Has Accomplished!
Unlocking Potential Through Education

There are so many things that we’re grateful for, but we’re most grateful for you! Thanks to you, so
many of India’s marginalized children have received a high-quality education and the skills they need to
escape poverty.
Your devotion to pursuing freedom and justice for these children is nothing short of amazing. Thank you
for giving to unleash their full potential. With your continued support, we can help even more children
suffering from poverty in India, and help them achieve their dreams, transform their families and change
their communities.
Constructing and
Equipping Schools:

Scholarships:
• 6,783 children received another
year of education
• 791 children received education
through one-time gifts and the
Freedom Campaign.
• 313 new children were
sponsored by individuals

Vocational Training
for Women:

• Dumka School Constructed

• 3 new sewing centres begun

• Bondugula school has a
new boundary wall to keep
children safe

• 561 women received
vocational training

• Library books

• 114 sewing machines
were granted

Where do our Sponsors live:
Number of children sponsored per province

2,110
13

370
315
41

86
985

3

35

A total of 6,783 children received
education scholarships in 2018, and 2,000
of those were thanks to one-time gifts.

“

No, the Lord has told us what is good. What he requires of us is this: to do what is just,
to show constant love, and to live in humble fellowship with our God.” — Micah 6:8
please recycle, or pass on to a friend
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